* 

JOINT  COMMISSION 

APPOINTED  TO  ARRANGE  FOR  A 

WORLD  CONFERENCE 

ON 

FAITH  AND  ORDER 

*1  va  irdvres  tv  &<ri,  kclO cJjs  <jv,  7 rdrep,  tv  ifiol  K&y<b  iv  (rot, 
Xva  Kai  avrol  iv  tj/juv  tv  &<riv,  tva  6 koj/ios  ttljt€V(Txi  8tl 
<rb  fie  d7ri(rTeL\as. 

Ut  omnes  unum  sint,  sicut  tu  Pater  in  me,  et  ego  in  te,  ut 
et  ipsi  in  nobis  unum  sint,  ut  credat  mundus,  quia  tu  me 
misisti. 

That  they  all  may  be  one ; as  thou.  Father , art  in  me,  and  I 
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believe  that  thou  hast  sent  me. 
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f the  General  Convention  of  the 


Xl.  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  America  in  1910,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  adopted: 


HE  REAS,  There  is  to-day  among  all 


W Christian  people  a growing  desire  for  the 
fulfilment  of  our  Lord’s  prayer  that  all  His  dis- 
ciples may  be  one;  that  the  world  may  believe 
that  God  has  sent  Him : 

Resolved,  That  a Joint  Commission  be  appointed 
to  bring  about  a Conference  for  the  consideration 
of  questions  touching  Faith  and  Order,  and  that 
all  Christian  Communions  throughout  the  world 
which  confess  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  God 
and  Saviour  be  asked  to  unite  with  us  in  arranging 
for  and  conducing  such  a Conference.  The  Com- 
mission shall  consist  of  seven  Bishops,  appointed  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  House  of  Bishops,  and  seven 
Presbyters  and  seven  Laymen,  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  House  of  Deputies,  and  shall  have 
power  to  add  to  its  number  and  to  fill  any  vacan- 
cies occurring  before  the  next  General  Convention. 


Copies  of  this  leaflet , and  of  the  other  publications 
which  it  is  expended  the  Commission  will  issue  from 
time  to  time , may  be  had  free  on  application  to  the  Sec- 
retary, Robert  H.  Gardiner , Gardiner , Maine , U.S.A. 


ir 


Contributions  for  the  expenses  of  the  Commission  and 
the  Conference  may  be  sent  to  the  Treasurer , George 
Zabriskie , 49  IV all  Street , New  York , U.S.A. 

This  leaflet  costs  the  Commission  to  print  and  circu- 
late about  $5.00  a hundred  copies . 


THE  WORLD  CONFERENCE 
AND  THE  PROBLEM  OF 
UNITY 

By  the  Rev.  Francis  J.  Hall,  D.  D. 

This  paper  * is  deemed  worthy  of  publication  by  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  on  a World 
Conference  on  Faith  and  Order , which , however,  does 
not  hold  itself  responsible  for  any  statement  or  opinion 
herein  expressed 

MY  aim  in  writing  is  to  promote 
a general  and  hearty  interest 
among  the  clergy  and  laity  of  the  Amer- 
ican Episcopal  Church  in  the  move- 
ment for  a World  Conference  on  Ques- 
tions of  Faith  and  Order;  and  this  fadt 
will  explain  some  of  the  phraseology 
used.  But  it  is  hoped  that  other  readers, 
of  whatever  name,  will  be  persuaded  by 
the  arguments  employed  to  support 
this  momentous  undertaking  by  every 
means  in  their  power.  I am  a member 
of  the  Joint  Commission  appointed  by 
the  last  General  Convention  to  bring 

* Abridged  from  a series  of  articles  contributed  by  the 
writer  to  The  Living  Church,  in  September , 1 9 1 1. 
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about  such  a Conference,  but  I am 
writing  wholly  on  my  own  responsi- 
bility. No  official  value  or  “inspired” 
meaning  is  to  be  attached  to  what  I may 
say. 
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I.  THE  AIM  AND  LIMITS  OF  THE 
CONFERENCE 

IT  seems  desirable  at  the  outset  to 
state  the  precise  aim,  nature,  and 
limits  of  the  Commission’s  undertak- 
ing, and  to  clear  away  certain  possible 
misapprehensions  concerning  it. 

The  aim  of  the  proposed  World 
Conference,  as  defined  by  the  report 
which  was  accepted  by  the  General 
Convention,  is  to  achieve  “the  next 
step  toward  unity,”  that  is,  to  pro- 
mote the  cause  of  unity  by  a carefully 
prescribed  method  which  is  deemed 
now  to  be  available.  This  method,  or 
the  precise  nature  of  what  the  Com- 
mission is  authorized  to  bring  about,  is 
a “ Conference  for  the  consideration  of 
questions  touching  Faith  and  Order” 
between  “all  Christian  Communions 
throughout  the  world  which  confess 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  God  and 
Saviour.”  It  is  provided  that  all  these 
Communions  “ be  asked  to  unite  with 
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us  in  arranging  for  and  conducting  such 
a Conference.”  These  instructions  de- 
termine and  limit  the  scope  of  the  un- 
dertaking. 

The  limits  need  to  be  borne  in  mind. 
The  Commission  is  not  authorized  to 
negotiate  terms  of  reunion.  The  report 
presented  to  the  General  Convention 
says:  “It  is  our  conviction  that  such 
a Conference  for  the  purpose  of  study 
and  discussion,  without  power  to  legis- 
late or  to  adopt  resolutions  [italics  mine], 
is  the  next  step  toward  unity.”  Further- 
more, the  Commission  is  not  to  manage 
the  Conference,  but  to  ask  the  partici- 
pating Communions  “to  unite  with  us 
in  arranging  for  and  conducting”  it. 
This  limitation  does  not  involve  the 
slightest  risk  of  compromise,  for  the 
Conference  which  our  Commission  is 
authorized  to  promote  is  to  be  “with- 
out power  to  legislate  or  adopt  resolu- 
tions.” This  limitation  is  necessary,  be- 
cause the  success  of  the  Conference  will 
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depend  upon  its  participants  meeting 
on  equal  terms  — that  is,  so  far  as  their 
relation  to  the  Conference  is  concerned.  No 
conclusion  whatever  as  to  the  respective 
ministerial  claims  of  participants  can 
be  either  implied  or  involved.  These 
claims  will  no  doubt  be  discussed  in 
the  Conference,  but  they  can  neither 
be  prejudged  nor  resolved  on  by  it. 

(a)  These  considerations  ought  to  re- 
move a difficulty  which  some  Church- 
men might  possibly  feel  — that  we  can- 
not confer  with  non-episcopal  bodies 
on  equal  terms  without  stultifying  our 
belief  in  the  peculiar  claims  of  an  epis- 
copally  ordained  priesthood.The  whole 
difficulty  lies  in  the  application  of  the 
phrase  “on  equal  terms.”If  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Conference  were  invited  to 
come  together  for  the  purpose  of  exer- 
cising ministerial  functions,  their  doing 
so  on  equal  terms  would  plainly  in- 
volve compromise  of  conviction  on 
the  part  of  Catholic  ministers.  And  if 
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terms  of  unity  were  to  be  negotiated  on 
equal  terms,  the  same  would  hold  true ; 
because  such  negotiations  would  pos- 
tulate ministerial  equality.  But  to  dis- 
cuss differences  on  equal  terms  means 
simply  with  equal  right  to  speak  and  to 
be  heard.  Equal  rights  in  a conference 
can  neither  compromise  nor  prejudice 
the  positions  under  debate.  Neither 
Cardinal  Gibbons,  Archbishop  Platon, 
Bishop  Grafton,  Dr.  William  H.  Rob- 
erts, nor  Dr.  Newman  Smyth,  could  be 
compromised  by  talking  over  their  dif- 
ferences together;  and  that  is  all  that 
the  members  of  the  proposed  Confer- 
ence will  do,  if  it  is  brought  about. 

( b ) It  may  be  objeded,  however,  that 
under  the  terms  of  the  appointment  of 
our  Commission  the  management  of 
the  whole  business  will  escape  our 
control  before  the  Conference  meets. 
When  it  does  meet,  it  will  not  necessa- 
rily feel  bound  by  the  limitations  pre- 
scribed by  our  General  Convention, 
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and  may  adopt  procedures  in  which  we 
can  take  no  part  without  compromise. 

The  objection  is  not  important. 
Many  direful  things  can  happen ; but 
I believe  such  an  outcome  to  be  ex- 
ceedingly unlikely.  The  bodies  which 
have  already  welcomed  our  proposals 
have  welcomed  them  as  they  stand; 
and  I violate  no  confidence  in  saying 
that  a disposition  has  been  shown  by 
these  bodies  to  approve  of  the  limita- 
tions which  the  terms  of  our  official  in- 
vitation impose  upon  the  Conference. 
It  is  realized  that  to  disregard  them  is 
to  exclude  us  from  official  participa- 
tion. If  the  reader  will  scan  the  pub- 
lished list  of  the  members  of  our  Com- 
mission, he  will  see  that  their  corporate 
participation  in  a Conference  which 
could  commit  its  members  to  compro- 
mising resolutions  is  simply  incredible. 
And  if  such  resolutions  were  adopted, 
they  could  have  no  official  meaning  or 
effedt  for  this  Church. 
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(r)  A third  possible  objection  is  based 
upon  the  fear  that  Catholic  bodies  may 
hold  aloof,  and  that  the  Conference 
may  be  wholly  with  Protestants.  The 
fad  that  Protestant  bodies  have  been 
more  quick  than  the  Catholic  in  re- 
sponding to  our  invitations  may  be 
thought  to  add  force  to  this  objedion. 
If  Churchmen  will  look  ahead,  how- 
ever, they  will  see  that  there  is  nothing 
to  alarm  us  in  any  event.  Suppose  we 
find  ourselves  conferring  with  Protes- 
tants only;  what  of  that?  It  is  merely  a 
Conference  in  any  case;  and  it  is  surely 
worth  while  to  talk  over  our  differences 
with  Protestants.  We  have  very  little 
confidence  in  the  strength  of  our  posi- 
tion, if  we  think  it  is  unsafe  to  com- 
pare notes  with  Protestants  unless  we 
have  Roman  Catholics  and  Easterns 
in  the  Conference.  We  are  aiming,  of 
course,  at  a genuine  World  Conference ; 
and  as  the  published  Report  shows,  we 
already  have  reason  to  hope  that  the 
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chief  Catholic  bodies  will  take  part. 
But  if  they  disappoint  us,  and  only  the 
Protestant  bodies  accept  our  invitation, 
the  value  of  the  gathering  will  not  be 
destroyed.  If  Protestants  are  to  share 
with  us  in  the  blessings  of  a truly  Cath- 
olic unity,  it  must  be  because  we  have 
learned  to  understand  one  another, 
and  on  the  basis  of  such  understanding 
have  grown  together  into  a full  catho- 
licity. How  can  we  learn  to  understand 
one  another,  if  we  fear  to  confer  to- 
gether? 

I venture  to  express  my  personal 
convidtion,  growing  out  of  my  partici- 
pation in  the  meetings  of  the  Commis- 
sion, that  the  limited  power  given  to 
the  Commission  will  be  exercised  in  a 
manner  consistent  with  absolute  faith- 
fulness to  the  Faith  and  Order  of  this 
Church.  I say  this  not  because  any- 
thing to  the  contrary  has  been  publicly 
alleged,  but  to  reassure  those,  if  there 
be  such,  who  have  silently  withheld 
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their  support  and  their  prayers  through 
lack  of  confidence  in  the  movement. 
The  Report  which  was  published  last 
summer  by  the  Commission,  “as  em- 
bodying a preliminary  outline  and  plan 
of  work/’  contains  official  definitions 
of  purpose  and  method  which  confirm 
what  I have  said.  I venture  a few  brief 
quotations. 

“The  aCtion  taken  by  the  Convention 
contemplates  ca  Conference  for  the  purpose 
of  study  and  discussion  without  power  to 
legislate  or  adopt  resolutions.5  55 

“The  Conference  will  have  no  power  to 
commit  any  participating  Communion  upon 
any  point.55 

“ Resolved , That  this  commission  under- 
take no  formal  business  except  to  engage  the 
cooperation  of  c all  Christian  Communions 
which  confess  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as 
God  and  Saviour,  in  arranging  for  and  con- 
ducting5 a World  Conference  on  questions 
of  Faith  and  Order,  and  to  a6t  for  this 
Church  in  relation  to  such  Conference.55 


“ Resolved, That  special  efforts  be  directed 
to  obtain  the  cooperation  of  representative 
bodies  of  the  principal  Communions,  both 
Catholic  and  Protestant,  before  undertaking 
the  formal  work  of  arranging  for  and  con- 
ducting the  proposed  Conference.” 

u Resolved , That  informal  conferences 
and  other  interchanges  of  views  between 
members  of  different  Communions  be  en- 
couraged and  promoted  in  order  to  stimulate 
interest  in  the  undertaking  and  to  prepare 
the  way  for  the  achievement  of  the  purpose 
of  the  proposed  Conference.” 

Such  informal  interchanges  of  views 
have  been  taking  place,  and  interest  is 
beingcreated  in  both  Catholic  and  Pro- 
testant directions.  In  order  to  stimu- 
late this  interest — I am  at  liberty  to 
say  — it  is  intended,  in  a subsequent 
publication  of  this  series,  to  afford  op- 
portunity to  a few  prominent  repre- 
sentatives of  other  Christian  bodies, 
both  Catholic  and  Protestant,  to  ex- 
plain their  reasons  for  welcoming  and 
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supporting  the  movement  for  a World 
Conference. 

But  the  success  of  an  undertaking 
of  this  kind  necessarily  depends  upon 
its  receiving  general  and  vigorous  sup- 
port from  our  own  clergy  and  laity.  I 
mean  such  support  as  the  position  of 
each  Churchman  enables  him  to  give. 
All  can  pray  for  the  Commission’s  un- 
dertaking, and  can  say  a good  word  for 
it  when  suitable  occasion  arises.  Prayer 
— prayer  by  countless  believers  — 
must  be  the  main  fadtor  in  obtaining  re- 
sults which  God  will  bless.  The  clergy 
can  preach  on  unity,  and  can  engage 
the  intelligent  interest  of  their  people 
in  what  is  being  done.  The  Bishops — 
the  House  of  Bishops  deliberately, 
and  by  a formal  and  unanimous  vote, 
joined  in  imposing  the  task  on  the 
Commission  — can  give  frequent  pub- 
lic encouragement,  and  can  do  much 
to  create  the  general  public  sentiment 
upon  which  the  success  of  a movement 
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of  this  kind  ultimately  depends.  Is  it 
presumptuous  for  a presbyter  to  urge 
these  considerations? 


..jiofftuS 
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II.  THE  NATURE  AND  CONDI- 
TIONS OF  UNITY 

TH  E supreme  aim  of  the  proposed 
World  Conference  is  to  advance 
the  sacred  cause  of  Christian  unity.  It 
will  not,  however,  undertake  to  nego- 
tiate terms  of  union.  It  will  rather  seek 
to  hasten  the  growth  of  conditions,  the 
present  lack  of  which  renders  such 
negotiations  futile  and  converts  them 
into  new  causes  of  mutual  misappre- 
hension and  bitterness. 

The  conditions  upon  which  the  prac- 
tical value  of  negotiations  for  union  de- 
pends may  be  summarized  under  three 
heads:  (a)  A charity  which  is  suffi- 
ciently widespread  and  deep  to  gener- 
ate a general  and  compelling  sense  of 
need  of  Christian  union;  ( b ) Sufficient 
agreement  as  to  the  nature  and  essen- 
tial conditions  of  unity  to  make  it  prac- 
tically possible  for  separated  Christians 
to  agree  upon  its  form  and  terms ; (r) 
Sufficient  unity  of  belief  concerning 
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things  thought  to  be  essential  to  sal- 
vation, and  determinative  of  Christian 
discipline  and  worship,  to  enable  be- 
lievers to  train  together  in  a common 
religious  life  without  violation  of  con- 
science. It  is  the  lack  of  these  condi- 
tions that  makes  every  scheme  of  union 
abortive,  and  which  must  be  remedied 
before  any  such  scheme  can  be  seri- 
ously entertained. 

(1)  Union  and  Charity 
Christian  union  and  Christian  love 
are  so  vitally  related  that  neither  can 
be  fully  realized  apart  from  the  other. 
It  was  the  lack  of  mutual  charity  that 
caused  our  forefathers  to  grow  apart 
in  convi&ions,  and  then  to  divide 
ranks.  The  resulting  schisms  have  in 
turn  enormously  increased  the  diffi- 
culty of  recovering  charity,  “the  very 
bond  of  peace  ” as  well  as  of  all  virtues. 
Those  who,  even  for  reasons  which  at 
the  moment  seem  to  be  morally  com- 
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pelling,  refuse  to  train  together  in  mat- 
ters of  vital  import  to  all  will  inevitably 
find  it  hard  to  love  one  another.  Yet 
love  must  be  rekindled  before  even 
the  sense  of  need  of  union  can  become 
an  effective  fadtor;  and  without  this 
fadtor  no  real  or  lasting  union  can  be 
achieved. 

These  considerations  seem  to  prove 
that,  so  far  as  unaided  human  efforts 
are  concerned,  to  achieve  general  Chris- 
tian union  is  permanently  impossible. 
But  fortunately  there  is  a divine  fadtor. 
God  does  not,  indeed,  work  indepen- 
dently of  human  conditions;  but  He 
is  able  to  impart  spiritual  power  to 
what,  humanly  speaking,  is  inefficient. 
He  overrules  human  developments, 
otherwise  purposeless,  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  ends  which  exceed  hu- 
man capacity  to  achieve.  The  Holy 
Spirit  has  been  employing  modern  sec- 
ular developments  — increased  inter- 
course between  nations  and  peoples, 
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international  comity  and  cosmopoli- 
tan scholarship — to  develop  a corre- 
sponding cosmopolitanism  in  Christian 
scholarship  and  thought.  In  spite  of 
obnoxious  and  rationalistic  by-pro- 
duds,  this  cosmopolitanism  is  minis- 
tering to  the  triumph  of  both  truth 
and  love.  It  is  softening  polemical  ani- 
mosities, and  engaging  mutual  coop- 
eration in  truth-seeking  on  the  part 
of  those  who  have  hitherto  looked 
askance  at  each  other.  It  is  producing 
an  atmosphere  and  a temper  which  are 
gradually  making  one-sided  positions 
untenable,  and  which  are  giving  both 
truth  and  love  a fair  field.  This  new 
temper  is  indeed  a germ  from  which 
the  Holy  Spirit  can,  and  will,  develop 
a love  that  will  make  sincere  Christians 
realize  the  sinful  folly  of  separation, 
and  will  both  enable  and  constrain 
them  to  find  the  right  way  to  remedy  it. 

I am  convinced  that  things  are  mov- 
ing this  way.  I also  believe  that  a prin- 
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cipal  human  cause  of  the  movement  is 
cosmopolitanism,  or  the  closer  contact 
and  understanding  between  thinkers 
throughout  the  world  and  in  every 
department  of  study  and  convi&ion. 
This  explains  how  a World  Confer- 
ence on  Faith  and  Order  has  become 
a possibility.  And  such  a Conference  is 
calculated  to  accelerate  growth  out  of 
provincialism  into  the  catholic  mind 
of  Christ.  That  the  movement  toward 
catholicity  of  mind  needs  all  the  push- 
ing that  can  be  given  is  certain,  for  as 
yet  the  craving  for  unity,  of  which  we 
hear  so  much,  is  felt  only  in  limited 
circles,  although  these  circles  are  en- 
larging every  year. 

(2)  What  Christian  Unity  Means 
One  reason  why  all  schemes  of  unity 
are  as  yet  abortive  is  that  Christians 
havenotcome  to  a mutual  understand- 
ing as  to  the  meaning  of  unity.  To 
some  it  means  nothing  more  than  a 
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truce  to  partisan  polemics  between  dif- 
ferent Christian  Communions.  Others 
go  further,  and  say  that  it  means  prac- 
tical arrangements  which  will  prevent 
overlapping  of  fields  of  Christian  work 
— the  removal  of  rivalry  between  de- 
nominations, their  existing  indepen- 
dence remaining.  To  such  people  fed- 
eration is  equivalent  to  unity.  Except 
among  what  are  called  Catholic  bodies, 
comparatively  few  have  as  yet  come  to 
identify  Christian  unity  with  organic 
union  and  obliteration  of  denomina- 
tional distinctions. 

It  is  clear  that,  while  an  increasing 
number  of  Christians  are  having  visions 
of  unity,  these  visions  show  funda- 
mental mutual  differences.  Until  the 
Christian  world  can  agree  as  to  what 
unity  means  — and  this  can  be  only 
when  the  vision  of  organic  union  pre- 
vails— cross-purposes  will  make  all 
negotiations  for  unity  futile.  Readiness 
to  cooperate  in  non-committal  cam- 
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paigns  for  unity  in  the  abstract  should 
not  be  mistaken  for  readiness  to  agree 
upon  terms  of  unity  in  the  concrete. 

Those  who  realize  that  Christ  or- 
ganized His  apostles  to  be  the  nucleus 
and  beginning  of  a Church  which  was 
to  continue  through  all  time  and  was 
to  gather  into  itself  all  Christian  dis- 
ciples, can  never  acquiesce  in  the  idea 
of  many  Christian  Churches,  having 
different  terms  of  allegiance  and  di- 
verse types  of  ministry.  Moreover,  the 
Church  which  Christ  originated  was 
made  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  be  the 
body  of  Christ  — one  living  organism, 
in  which  believers  are  bound  together 
by  sacramental  and  interior  relations 
that  forbid  organized  independence  in 
any  department  of  Christian  life  or  dis- 
cipline. No  form  of  external  comity, 
or  of  federation,  which  leaves  Chris- 
tians in  possession  of  mutually  di- 
vergent ministries  and  disciplines,  and 
which  perpetuates  vital  differences  of 
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mind  and  speech,  can  approximate  the 
interior  unity  for  which  Christ  prayed 
— and  died. 

How  shall  the  Christian  world  ob- 
tain a common  vision  of  unity,  and 
be  induced  to  work  together  for  its 
a&ualization  ? This  problem  has  to  be 
solved  before  terms  of  unity  can  be 
helpfully  discussed,  and  agreed  upon. 
And  the  solution  of  this  problem  can  be 
brought  about  neither  by  forcing  meth- 
ods, nor  by  minimizing  differences,  nor 
by  any  form  of  compromise  of  convic- 
tions concerning  the  will  of  Christ  for 
His  Church.  The  solution  must  take 
time  to  work  out.  Devout  scholars 
everywhere  must  labor  at  it,  and  must 
candidly  compare  notes.  Conference 
after  conference  must  be  held,  and  the 
general  rank  and  file  of  Christians  must 
be  educated.  By  the  use  of  such  meth- 
ods, mutual  love  and  mutual  under- 
standing will  be  fostered,  and  these  af- 
ford the  human  means  by  which  the 
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Holy  Spirit  can  impart  to  the  Chris- 
tian world  the  true  vision  of  unity. 
When  that  is  gained,  the  organic  union 
of  Christendom  will  become  a practical 
question. 

(3)  Questions  of  Faith  and  Order 
In  matters  of  vital  importance  men 
cannot  walk  together  unless  they  are 
agreed.lt  is  idle  to  say  otherwise.  Whe- 
ther you  call  the  points  of  agreement 
dogmas,  or  devise  some  less  offensive 
term,  men  who  differ  concerning  mat- 
ters in  which  their  convictions  deter- 
mine their  consciences  and  manner 
of  religious  life  will  not,  and  cannot 
without  moral  disaster,  unite  as  Christ 
would  have  them  unite  in  His  Church. 
Moreover,  vital  convictions  must  gain 
expression.  DoCtrinal  terms  must  be 
employed,  not  only  because  Christians 
are  called  to  bear  witness,  but  because 
no  sincere  Christian  can  remain  silent 
when  truths  upon  which  everything 
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appears  to  depend  seem  to  be  in  need 
of  affirmation  and  defence. 

Nor  can  the  application  ofwhat  I am 
saying  be  confined  to  what  are  called 
articles  of  faith.  The  application  of 
dodtrine  to  conduit  involves  a common 
life  for  Christians,  obedience  to  a com- 
mon rule,  and  allegiance  to  a Christian 
society  or  Church,  having  ministers 
whose  fundtions  pertain  to  the  common 
spiritual  welfare.  Dodtrine  and  the  so- 
cial aspedts  of  Christian  life  are  inti- 
mately connedted.  One’s  faith  deter- 
mines in  a vital  way  his  convidtions 
concerning  Christian  Order.The  faith 
of  Catholics  concerning  the  Church  de- 
termines their  belief  as  to  the  Chris- 
tian ministry;  and  Protestant  depar- 
tures from  that  faith  have  led  to  modi- 
fications in  Christian  Order  which  from 
the  Catholic  standpoint  appear  to  be 
contrary  to  Christ’s  appointments. 

These  divergences  cannot  be  suc- 
cessfully waived  aside  in  discussing 
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unity.  They  are  too  deeply  felt  to  be 
trifled  with.  There  is  a sense  of  steward- 
ship, whether  rightly  defined  or  not,  in 
each  Christian  Communion;  and  it  is 
foolish  to  ask  men  who  believe  that 
they  are  lawful  stewards  of  divine 
things  to  modify  their  stewardship 
while  believing  as  they  do.  The  prob- 
lem of  unity,  therefore,  includes  the 
problem  of  removing  differences  of 
conviction  concerning  Christian  Faith 
and  Order.  I mean  differences  in  the 
sphere  of  things  believed  to  be  essen- 
tial. It  is  a truism  that  non-essentials 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  stand  in  the 
way  of  Christian  unity.  But  the  prob- 
lem is,  How  can  Christians  be  brought 
to  agree  as  to  what  are  essentials  and 
what  are  not?  The  mistake  of  some 
is  to  think  that  they  can  solve  this 
problem  in  short  order.  I believe  the 
solution  will  be  reached  through  de- 
termination to  consider  the  ■positives 
of  Faith  and  Order,  and  to  let  the 
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negations  care  for  themselves.  When 
men  agree  upon  positives,  negations 
cease  to  engage  interest;  and  posi- 
tives obviously  make  up  the  things  of 
which  we  can  regard  ourselves  stew- 
ards. Moreover,  I believe  that  when 
Christians  adopt  this  method  they  will 
find  that  a very  large  proportion  of 
their  negations  are  due  to  misappre- 
hensions as  to  the  positions  of  others. 
But  the  process  of  securing  general 
growth  into  the  larger  Faith  in  which 
all  true  positives  can  find  place  must 
be  a long  one. 

Whether  the  process  be  long  or 
short,  my  main  proposition  holds 
good.  The  duty  of  the  hour,  and 
the  available  means  of  hastening  the 
growth  of  Christians  into  one  mind,  is 
to  confer  with  one  another  so  that  we 
may  learn  to  understand  one  another. 
When  mutual  understandingis gained, 
and  a more  vital  charity  along  with  it, 
we  may  hope  that  common  study, 
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overruled  by  the  Spirit  who  guides  the 
Church  of  God,  will  gradually  bring 
Christians  to  such  measure  of  agree- 
ment touching  questions  of  Faith  and 
Order  as  is  indispensable  for  union 
without  sinful  compromise. 

Only  one  who  mistrusts  the  power 
of  truth  to  reveal  itself  to  those  who 
sincerely  seek  it,  and  whose  faith  in 
the  guidance  of  God’s  Holy  Spirit  is 
defective,  is  in  a position  to  fear  the 
outcome  of  a Christian  Conference 
which  has  no  power  to  compromise 
its  members  by  adopting  resolutions. 
The  proposed  Conference  is  simply 
the  most  effective  means  available  for 
promoting  mutual  understanding  and 
charity — “ thenextsteptowardunity.” 

What  I have  sought  to  emphasize 
may  be  summarized  as  follows: 

(a)  True  Christian  unity  requires  an 
organic  union  of  all  genuine  Christians, 
and  such  union  ought  to  be  the  ulti- 
mate aim  of  all  movements  for  unity. 
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(^)  The  barriers  to  unity  which  have 
chiefly  to  be  reckoned  with  are  lack 
of  charity  and  differences  of  convidion 
concerning  vital  questions  of  Faith  and 
Order.  The  removal  of  these  barriers, 
rather  than  negotiation  for  union,  is 
“the  next  step  toward  unity.” 

(c)  Although  this  step  cannot  be 
achieved  without  Divine  help,  and  will 
consume  much  time,  we  ought  to  as- 
sume that  this  help  will  be  given,  if 
we  prayerfully  and  patiently  fulfil  our 
part. 

( d ) That  part  now  seems  to  be  to 
promote  mutual  understanding  and 
charity  by  conferences, — conferences 
which  cannot  compromise  their  par- 
ticipants by  adopting  resolutions. 

The  proposed  World  Conference 
is  in  line  with  all  this;  it  has  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Church;  it  can  compromise 
no  one;  and  it  ought  to  engage  the 
enthusiastic  support  and  the  prayers 
of  the  faithful. 
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OLord  Jesus  Christ,  who  saidst 
unto  'Thine  Apostles , Peace  I leave 
with  you , My  peace  I give  unto  you ; re- 
gard not  our  sins , but  the  faith  of  Thy 
Church ; and  grant  her  that  peace  and 
unity  which  is  agreeable  to  Thy  will;  who 
livest  and  reignest  God  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen. 


